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Nebraska Volunteers

Re~Enter San Erancisc

The transport Hancock, beating the First
regiment of Nebraska home from the Philip-
pines, arcived at San Franclsco on the even-
ing of July 20, pnssing through the Golden
(iate at 10:30 p. m. The expected arrival of
the noted regiment had ereated interest and
enthuslasm all through California and the
atrival of the transport was telegraphed to
all the leading hotels and to mest of the in-
land towns, There was Immediately a rush
by anxious ones to get out and see the big
vessel, It lay at anchor near the city quar
nntine statlon, and about 300 yards off from
the wharf, where her white hull could plalnly
be seen from the shore,

On arrival in the harbor the Nebraska boys
had spent some time cheering and making
other demopstrations of thelr joy at once
more sighting thelr native land. This lasted
for half an hour, after which most of the
boys went below to gleep, In order that tha
morning might &eem to come quicker,

A number of newspaper launches visited
the steamer before midnight and shouted in-
quirles over to the sentries and stragglere
on deok, and one party of three men from
Lincoln got so close to the gangway as to
be able to shake hands with a few of the
Nebraska soldlers. Along about 1 o'clock
in the morning Governor Poynter, General
arry and Congressman Stark woent ont te
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lances on the wharf, and
for leaving the steamer, occupled most of
the afternoon. The time for marching
to the Presidio was set for Monday mora-
Ing at 10:20, and the eoldiers spent Sun
day night on the transport,

The march through the eity Monday [ re-
noon was witnessed by an immense orowd
reaching along the prineipal strests [rom
the wharf to the Presldlo. At the head
of the column was a detachment of regu-
lar cavalry, and with them came the regl-
mental officers of the First Nebraska, also
mounted. Accompanying these were Gov-
ernor Poyater and Adjutant General Barry,
the latter in full uniform. Next came the
regimental band, and the twelve companies
of Nebraska heroes. The rear was brought
up by slx ambulances carrying the soldlers
whose wounds had not healed, or who feilt
themselves unable to make thé four-mile
march, Behind the ambulances came the
veterans of the Utah battery.

It was the battle flag of (ne Nebraskans
that brought forth the loudest cheers from
the crowd along the streets. A bit of faded
gllk no larger than the page of 4 newspaper,

the preparations

with some ragged strips dangling from lt,
the flag was borne aloft, n mute gign of a
hard and victorious conflict against n

foreign foe. A local paper thus described
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the ship in a tug, but by this time few be-
sldes the sentries were on deck.

The next morning those who desired to
visit ‘the steamer found that It had moved
over to the quarantine island, about five miles
distant, where the inspection was to be held.
A few Nebraskuns went over in a lanuch
and were allowed to go on board before 8
o'clock, and [t was from these that the boys
recelved thelr first news from home. It
was a happy meeting and the soldlers
thronged around the Nebraska vieltors with
anxlous inquiries or with messagos which
they wanted to send home,

After the inspection was completed and the
vessel was found to be clear from disease,
the Hancock steamed toward the ecity. At
ihis point every man was on deck, The
Nebrasgka and Utah bands alternated in play-
ing patriotic aira and the people cn vessels
starting to sea mingled thelr cheers with
the strains of “Home Sweet Home' and
“Marching Through Georgia.” On the way
into the harbor the Hancock passed two
river steamers, three transpacific grey-
hounds just from the Orlent and several ex-
cursicn boats loaded with passengers. From
ull these came nolsy salutes and enthusi-
ustie cheers, which were answered back by
the happy Nebraska boys. There was also
& demonstration by the jackies crowded for-
ward on the battleship lowa, which fay at
anchor cloge in. Welcoming whistles were
blown by every #teamer In the harbor, and
a strong chorus came back from the clty,
where the factory whistles were adding o

™ the din.
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A stop was made about a quarter of a
mlile out In the bay, while & tug came off
from the shore to bring the blg steamer In.
It was here that another party of Nebras-
kans came on board, having been brought cut
by Mayor Phelan in the harbor tug, “Gov-
ernor Irwin." The mall for the boys, which
had been accumulating €o long in S8an Fran-
clseo, was also put on board, and occupled
the attentlon of the soldiers for the next
hour,

It was near the ncon houf when the
Hancock slipped into the government dock.
On the wharf the crowd was so dense as
to kesp the clvil and millitary authorities
busy clearing the way, while up along the
adjacent eireets the people were thronged,
anxlous to witness the landing of the ua-
tlon's heroes,

A few people from the shore were al-
lowed to go on hoard, the first courtesy
Leing extended to those who had relatlves
wmong the soldlers. A limited few of the
soldlers were given shore leave, while still
othera slipped away unob#erved and onpce
more stretehed thelr legs on solld ground.
The recelving of visitors, the transferring
of the glck or disabled men to the ambu-

TRANSPORT.

It: "Just a moment to comprehend what It
meant and to recover from the strange, in-

voluntary heart-cluteh, and American pa-
triotlam proclaimed Itself fn cheers that
volleyed on and along the line of march

as fast as the poor fluttering remnants of n
once beautiful banner came abreast of other
spectators who, In their turn, felt In that
moment a new-found pride and glory In
their country's Stars and Stripes.

“Our hanging flags, waving handker-
chiefs, clanging cowbells, rattling roars of
firecrackers, sharp cracking of plstols, fitful
ear-smashing bangs of small cannon from
high roofs, and ever-welecoming cheers were
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the things that told the city's jJoy at re-
celving agaln the gallant veterans of many
battles,"

Lower Market street was a revelation.
Expectant hundreds were ready and walting
on sldewalks dand In favored windows., It
Wits near the time when the triumphal
procession must turn Into view far down
the way. All the cable cars had been
stopped somewhere, The broad pavement
was clear of trafMe and ready for the re-
turning warrlors to traverse Its length
without a single obstructlon between curb
nnd curb.

Bang! went the signal cannon. The report
rattled windows. People stralned their eyes
to cateh the first glimpse of the advance,
Side streets fllled with men and women
anid boys hurrying from their places of em-
ployment within quiet bulldings and became
anlmated race courses ending where were
already allgned the less busy persons whao
had been able to come earller and secure the
best places. Windows were thrown open
and qulekly blocked with girls and men who
lald aside thelr work to witness the home-
coming fighters, No employer grudged thnt
little time. In its general effect the signal
shot was llke the qulok panic inspired by
the ery of fire. But it was not fear that
thrilled the thousands.

During the march a stop was made where
General Shafter and the Nebraskn and Utah
dtate officlals reviewed the troops. Then
the boys again took up the march, and
entered the Presidlo gate, to at once become
the guests at a dinner provided by the
Oregon regiment. Thus ended the trip
which had been a continual ovatlon from
the ship to the camp,

TRANSPORT HANCOCK TOUCHING THE
How Colonel
Stotsenberg Died

With the boys of the First Nebraska baclk
In “God's country” and about to Jdoff the
uniforms they have worn so worthily, it Is
fitting to recall the circumstances surrounds
ing of the death of the commander of the
regiment, Colonel Stotsenberg, who died us
i soldler would choose to die—on the battle-
field at the head of his men. Frederick
Falmer, correspondent of Colller's Weekly
at Manlla, tells about it as follows:

“The Fourth was falrly In the mess when
Colonel  Stotsenberg of the Nebraskans
waved a good-bye to his wite from the win-
dow of the morning train which left Manlla
at 8:80 o'clock for Malolos. He arrived at
Muloles at 11, jumped on a horse and hur-
ried out to the reglment, which he found
lylng ocut in the open under n heavy fire.
The Filipinos were showlng the pluck which
characterizes them when their spirits are
high. They took good aim at our men, de-
apite the heavy answering fire. Either the
Nebraskans must retreat or go forward.
They could not He still with every minute
bringing the call for a doctor., Btanding
orect Stotsenberg surveyed the fleld for o
minute and then gave the order to charge.
Kvery man who had not fallen from & wouna
or from heat prestration sprang forward,
gulding on him.

“The privates will tell you now that they
gaw him fall or that they heard some one
say the colonel was hit, and then that they
swore and gritted their teeth and thought
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of nothing but the rebels in the trench, The
bullet had been kind to  Stotsenberg, It
passed through his body near hig heart amd
he fell without & word, The afternoon traln
tleok his body back to his wife. He wos a
regular army ofMeer, with the regular's Idens
of discipling; a superior regular army oficer,

doing, without fuss, his duty ne he under-
slood it, whose death was the choleest that
befalls the soldler,

“While dolng barrack duty In Manlla, ot
behest of the vegiment, the atate legislalure
bad passed a resolution asking that this
‘heller of o colonel,' as they eall & martinet
in the army, be superceded, He was the
most unpopular commanding officer among

the volunfeers before he ever led his men
In a charge, After that they swore by him,
He led them agalnst Quingus and lost his
lifo because he thought too much of them
to see them punished while walting for
brigade orders. The orderly who came from
General Hale to tell him to fall back wos
too late. He stopped by the colonel's body
and looked at the colonel's soldlers as they
climbed over the earthworks, while the gen-
eral adapted himsell to the clreumstances
and ovdered the lowans to charge as well,
It had been his intentlon to bring the Ne-
braskans back under cover while the guns
shelled the enemy out of his trenches, This
would probably have caused gulte as great
o loss—a loss of fifty men la retaking
town which we bad evacuated,

“Although they bhad won a great victory,
there was a lump In every Nebraska man's
throat, They sald, ‘Nebraska's done for;
and the next day, for the colonel’s sake, they
fought harder than ever. As long as the
war continues the spitit of Stolsenberg will
lend them. They have forgiven him  for
being a “heller.' *

The Capture of Calumpit

Roboert D, Maswell, an
Colonel Funston's famous Twentleth Kan-
sas regiment, thus describes the advance
on Calumplit in o leiter Lo an Omahe fricod;

“On the 25th of April we started Lo ad-
vinee on Calumplt at daybreak. Our posi-
tion from Manlla clear to San Fernando was
always just on the left of the rallroad, On
this railrond were two armored cars, or, |
should say, three, One of thege had one slx-
Inch armor-plercing gun and one Gatllng
gun and on avother were two rapld-fire
guns and the third was arranged so that
thirty men with rifles might rlde, We did
not get to use these cars until after we had
tuken Malolos, In order to reach the Rio
Grande river, on which Calumpit s situ-
ated, wo had to cross the Bagbag river,
which wans held by a strong force of in-
surgents, For 1,600 yards on our slde of
the river everythipng had been cleared away.
Banana trees were cut down and bamboo
ghacks removed, lenving everything open.
I suppose the Ignorant negroes thought wo
would march right up through this open
space to thelr trenches, but we fooled them.
The Infantry was put In a large ditch out
of danger, then the armored oars were
pushed up and opened fire. I never expect
to hear such a nolse agaln in my lfe, Be-
#ldes the armored cars there were several
pleces of artillery and Iater two or three
companles of infantry went up. The enemy
could not stand the storm of lead and lefi
the trenches that two Ameriean conipianies
could hold against an army. Then we ad-
vanced up to the Baghag river, When we
renched the Bagbag we found that a span
of the steel bridge had been dropped Into
the river, 80 we had to spend the nlght
there, Fifteen minutes later you would
never have guessed but for the dead In-
surgents that a fight had taken place,
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